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Pam McCloud Smith, Executive Director

Dear Friends,
2016 was a rewarding year full of successful adoptions, lost pet reunions, 
construction and remodeling, shelter and community events, and most importantly 
a year in which we made great strides in our commitment to "scal responsibility.  
Last year, we made many sacri"ces and took a hard look at our revenue goals, while 
making deep cuts on our expenses. !is resulted in ending the year in the black, with 
everyone working hard to ensure the success of the shelter. We continue to work on 
building a stronger "nancial foundation so that we can thoughtfully implement our 
new strategic plan in a sustainable way over the next three years. !roughout 2016, 
the Dane County Humane Society Leadership Team worked on "nalizing the shelter’s 
strategic plan in order to have a clear direction and goals to head into the future.

As part of this plan, we assessed our vision, mission and values which build upon 
four areas of focus: animal welfare and advocacy, serving the needs of people in our 
community, enhancing our culture of philanthropy and collaboration, and most 
importantly, "nancial stability, through our fundraising e#orts and the support of 
our wonderful donors. We are very excited to have these plans in place and to work 
towards the goals we have set for ourselves, to better the organization for the people 
and animals in our community.

In our challenge to focus on our core programs and services in 2016, we assessed and 
made improvements as resources allowed. Programs such as ringworm treatment, 
foster care and canine and feline enrichment and behavior modi"cation, continued 
to improve the lives of the animals in our care. Programs and events like our pet food 
pantry program, Spay Days and two Community Dog Day events in 2016 helped 
improve the lives of pets in the community. 

Last year, we also made great progress on some long-desired big projects. We 
completed the construction of our horse and livestock barn. Getting these animals 
their own dedicated living space allowed us to "nally move forward on remodeling the 
Wildlife Center. Construction on that project began last fall and just "nished recently, 
so we are ready for the upcoming busy season, accepting wild patients with much-
improved facilities.  

I want to thank you, our supporters, for remaining interested and engaged with us, 
and for all the ways you support us: adopting, volunteering, attending our events, 
donating towards our causes and telling others about the good work being done 
at Dane County Humane Society each day. For the animals we serve and for the 
community we live in together, we are very grateful to you for everything you do to 
further our mission.  

Pam McCloud Smith, Executive Director

>>Photos by Sharon Vanorny - SV Heart Photography
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Frosty Dog Jog
On Saturday, February 18, the Madison Winter Festival invited 
DCHS supporters to beat the winter blues by taking part in 
the annual Frosty Dog Jog! !is fun run and walk welcomed 
dozens of DCHS supporters and their canine companions 
to Madison’s Elver Park. It was a beautiful winter day and 
we can’t thank the Madison Winter Festival enough for 
including us in this fabulous event! !ank you to everyone for 
participating and raising over $1,000 for pets in need.

Toto’s Gala: There’s No Place Like Home
Our fourth annual Toto’s Gala was a record breaking success for 
DCHS! We celebrated more attendees, more sponsorship support 
and more donations the night of the event than ever before! With 
287 friends and supporters in attendance, we were able to raise a 
grand total of over $122,000! We were grateful for the opportunity 
to recognize our Philanthropists of the Year - Karen Walsh and 
Jim Berbee. As always, we appreciate everyone who contributed to 
the event through a silent auction donation, your time or "nancial 
support. !ank you especially to our event sponsors, including 
!e BerbeeWalsh Foundation; National Guardian Life; Lands’ End; 
La#ey, Leitner & Goode, LLC; and many others. Visit giveshelter.
org to see a complete list of supporters and photos from the 
evening.

Haunted Trail
Every fall, dedicated volunteers transform our walking paths into 
one of Dane County’s spookiest haunted trails. !is past October, 
we saw hundreds of supporters brave the monsters in our woods 
and help raise thousands of dollars for animals in need!

Be sure to join us this October as we expand our family-friendly 
trick-or-treat afternoons. !is is a great opportunity to enjoy a 
fall hike while showing o# creative costumes. !e kids will love 
meeting friendly monsters and villains along the trail. Be sure to 
come back for the adults-only Haunted Trail once the sun sets,        
if you dare!

Family Gatherings
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Bark & Wine
September 23, 2017

Dane County Humane Society’s longest running fundraiser 
is back for its 15th year this September. Bark & Wine is 
your unique opportunity to meet many current and alumni 
DCHS animals, explore the shelter, meet our dedicated sta# 
and volunteers, all while enjoying live music and delicious           
hors d’oeuvres. VIP guests will have special access to fun 
foodie and animal experiences! VIP and general admission 
reservations will be available this summer at giveshelter.org – 
with special early-bird pricing available in July!

Dogtoberfest
September 10, 2017

Join us for Dogtoberfest, a celebration of brews, tunes, pups 
and you! Last year, we welcomed nearly 900 guests and their 
canine companions to Capital Brewery’s beautiful Bier Garten. 
!is year, with the generous support of Spectrum Brands and 
their dedicated employees, we will enjoy live music, Capital 
brews, delicious food, canine costume contests and more! 
Come one, come all, because this event is sure to bring a wag 
to every tail this fall.

Camp Pawprint - Summer Break
June 12-16, 19-23, 26-30      July 10-14, 17-21, 24-28       
July 31-August 4      August 7-11, 14-18, 21-25

Your child can spend their summer with Dane County Humane 
Society! Camp Pawprint is a series of week-long day camps 
for children ages 7-13. Campers enjoy animal-related lessons, 
presentations and activities, while having fun with other animal 
lovers! We have three themes – Humane Helpers, Creature 
Careers and Go Wild. Humane Helpers focuses on animals 
that are kept as pets and how to care for them. Creature 
Careers explores a variety of animal-related professions. Go 
Wild highlights exotic pets and wild animals. Camp is held 
from June 12-August 25, with the exception of the week of 
July 4th. To learn more and register for camp, please go to                            
www.giveshelter.org/camp-pawprint-summer-break.html!

If you’d like to host your own independent event to support 
DCHS, learn more at www.giveshelter.org/host-a-fundraiser.html.



2012 - 2016 Intake

2012 - 2016 Adoptions

Alumni Updates

Duncan & Caboose “Happy adoption story! Brothers Duncan (fka Pete) and Caboose (fka Punk) received wonderful care 
at Dane County Humane Society until November 6, when two women (who both happen to go by the nickname AJ--What!) adopted 
the boys. !ey met while "lling out paperwork and excitedly waiting for their furry babies to be released to them. !e AJs exchanged 
phone numbers, and a few weeks later, began texting adorable photos, discussed growth and silly-sweet behavior. Today...the boys were 
reunited!

Family Scrapbook
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Family Scrapbook

Nala & Justine arrived at Dane County 
Humane Society packing a few too many pounds, but 
thanks to the support of West Towne Veterinary Center 
and their weight loss program, these adorable kitties 
were able to lose some of the weight and "nd a fantastic 
forever home together. Nala and Justine are now the 
resident o$ce cats at Towns & Associates, Inc.

“Nala and Justine are settled in and making their 
marks at Towns & Associates, Inc. !ey have called Towns 
their home since January and we can’t imagine them not 
being here!

“Nala and Justine have their routines and favorite 
sleeping spots—most of the time Nala sits in her red chair 
at the desk and Justine perches on her cat tree by the 
window. A convenient spot for lots of pets and attention! 
!ank you DCHS for the opportunity to adopt these lovable, 
sweet cats at our workplace.” - Krystle Naab

“We had an AWESOME play date. Duncs and Caboose played 
amazingly well together, and were both a#ectionate to the other’s                                                                                                                                    
mom, without jealousy. Such a happy day!!”  – AJ Viola Downey



Dane County Humane Society
 2016 Annual Report
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3,200
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381
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2016 
By The 
Numbers

Companion animals admitted

Lost pets reunited with their owners

Animals transferred in from other organizations

Total animals adopted

Dogs adopted

Cats adopted

Other species adopted

Injured and orphaned animals treated at 
Dane County Humane Society’s Wildlife Center

Save Rate is the percentage of live animals 
released by means of adoption, redemption and 
transfer during a given time period. Save Rate 
does not include the starting animal inventory 

for the given time period.
Save Rate = (Adoptions + Redemptions + Transfers)/Intake

2012 - 2016 Intake

2012 - 2016 Adoptions

2012 - 2016 Save Rate
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Dane County Humane Society’s 
Wildlife Center

Most 
Common 
Species:

3,280 wild 
animals admitted 

Animal Medical Services

39 of those cats were 
transferred in from 
outside agencies

2,351 shelter animals spayed or neutered6,261 medical exams 
performed

254 dental surgeries and 

157non-spay or neuter 

surgeries performed 

680 Eastern Cottontail

345 Eastern Gray Squirrel

235 Mallard

217 Common Snapping Turtle

138 American Robin

292 cats and 58 dogs from the public were 
spayed or neutered

1,353 cats
939 dogs

57 rabbits
1 pig 

1 sheep

4,213 cat exams

1,946 dog exams

102 other exams

61 cats graduated 
from the Felines in 
Treatment Center

Maddie’s Felines in Treatment 
(F.I.T.) Center  is DCHS’s program 

to treat cats with dermatophyte 
(ringworm) which is a highly 

contagious infectious disease. Our 
F.I.T. Center makes us a national 
leader in the shelter community. 
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Volunteer

1,359 total volunteers contributed 

108,653 hours of work, 

which is equivalent to 

52 full-time sta# members

20 volunteers have served  1,000+ hours

44 volunteers have served  500+ hours

128 volunteers have served  150+ hours

156 volunteers have served  100+ hours

Community Support

Community 
Dog Day

193 rabies vaccines administered

207 distemper/parvo vaccines administered

134 dogs microchipped

82 dogs signed up for spay or neuter appointments

Keeping Pets in 
their Homes

37,133 pounds of pet food 
and cat litter donated to local            
food pantries

194,812 total pounds of pet food 
and cat litter have been donated 
to local food pantries since the 
program began in 2011

33 birthday parties reached 396 people

76 shelter tours reached 938 people

65 o#site presentations reached 1,155 people

25 Humane Heroes meetings attended by 51 
youth club members

Humane Education
249 humane education events reached 3,312 people

243 dogs served at  

2 Community Dog Day events

5 "eld trips to the shelter reached 191 children

16 Girl Scout workshops reached 160 children

19 day camps hosted 121 children 

10 weeks of Camp Pawprint - Summer Break 
were held with 300 individual children 
attending, "lling 325 spots

During 2016, many dedicated volunteers 
reached major milestones for total hours 
served over their volunteer careers at DCHS.

2,351 shelter animals spayed or neutered
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Joseph S. Goode - President
Amy Overby - Vice President

Cathy Holmes - Secretary
Bridget Bush - Treasurer

233 guests attended Toto’s Gala 2016, raising over $105,000
194 guests attended Bark & Wine, raising over $86,000

Nearly 900 guests attended Dogtoberfest, raising over $27,000
33 cash sponsors joined us at our major events, contributing over $74,000

Major Events

2016 Board of Directors
Sara Colopy

Shirley Crocker
Amy Johnson

Ex
pe

ns
es

Re
ve

nu
e

Financial Report

Individual Donations
Bequests
Program Services & Fees
Municipal Contracts
Grants
Major Events
Special Events Hosted by DCHS
Independent Events
Event Sponsorships
Merchandise Sales
Investments & Misc. Income

Total

$1,393,329
$902,122
$835,990
$349,540
$131,458
$126,362
$66,986
$81,466
$74,250
$73,822
$76,853

$4,112,178

Personnel 
Operating
Building
Animal Services
Programs & Activities

Total

$2,247,729
$457,545
$384,458
$198,434
$111,450

$3,399,616

33.88%
21.94%
20.33%
8.50%
3.20%
3.07%
1.63%
1.98%
1.81%
1.79%
1.87%

66.12%
13.46%
11.31%
5.83%
3.28%

Dane County Humane Society
5132 Voges Road    Madison, WI
giveshelter.org

Cris Marsh
Ellen McGuire
Laura Murray



Wildlife Center       
Grand Re-Opening

Spring has sprung! On the morning of March 22, the "rst 
baby of 2017 arrived at Dane County Humane Society’s 
Wildlife Center. A nestling great horned owl was found on 
the ground on the west side of Madison and brought to the 
Wildlife Center for a medical evaluation while volunteers 
searched for the baby’s nest site.

!is baby great horned owl was one of the "rst wild animals 
to be examined and cared for in the newly remodeled Wildlife 
Center. Dane County Humane Society’s Wildlife Center, 
formerly known as Four Lakes Wildlife Center, has been 
rehabilitating injured, ill and orphaned wild animals since 
2002, treating just over 100 patients in that inaugural year. 
15 years later, over 3,000 wild animals come into the Wildlife 
Center annually. 

In October 2016, a remodel of the Wildlife Center began in 
order to accommodate the growing number of wild patients 
and to provide a better workspace for the dedicated sta# and 
volunteers.

“!is remodel will allow us to provide improved housing 
for wildlife patients as they grow and recover from 
injuries or illness, and will provide a more comfortable 
work environment for the volunteers that are vital to our 
operations. !e remodel will allow the Wildlife Center to 
continue to be an important resource for people that are 
trying to build a more humane community that is inclusive of 
our wild neighbors,” says Brooke Lewis, CVT, DCHS Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Supervisor.

On Saturday, March 4 the newly remodeled Wildlife Center 
celebrated its grand re-opening. Over 300 donors to the 
project, volunteers, friends, family and members of the 
public came to enjoy this rare, behind-the-scenes look into 
this lifesaving program. 

Now, it is back to business for the Wildlife Center as they 
dive into their busiest time of year. !is included renesting 
the "rst baby great horned owl of the year, who, after 
receiving a clean bill of health, was able to rejoin his parents 
and siblings on the west side of Madison.

If you "nd a wild animal that you believe is in need of 
assistance, please contact Dane County Humane Society’s 
Wildlife Center at (608) 287-3235 before intervening. 
New patients are admitted by appointment only. Our 
knowledgeable sta# and trained volunteers are happy to talk 
you through the next steps. A baby’s best chance for survival 
is with its mother in the wild, and we can help you determine 
when help is truly needed.

Baby great horned owl being examined 

Wildlife Center sta# and volunteers at the 
Grand Re-Opening Celebration

Dane County Humane Society|giveshelter.org    9
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Cris Marsh
Ellen McGuire
Laura Murray
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On a February afternoon, 3-year-old Chocolate Lab, 
Cocoa, was settling into her new home after having 
been adopted from Dane County Humane Society 
(DCHS). It had been a week of big changes for this 
pup (formerly known as Co#ee) who, along with a 
sweeter name change, was starting to learn about the 
sweeter side of life. 

On Saturday, February 11, Cocoa and 10 other 
retriever mixes were brought to DCHS after 
authorities in Columbia County negotiated the 
surrender of 49 dogs from a former breeder. 

Less than 24 hours earlier, a representative of the 
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection contacted DCHS Executive 
Director, Pam McCloud Smith, who also serves as 
Board President for Wisconsin Federated Humane 
Societies, a network of humane organizations 
working together to end animal cruelty. Pam 
immediately began calling these partner shelters 
to see how many could come to Columbia County 
the next day to take these dogs into their care. Five 
shelters, including Dane County Humane Society, 
answered the call.

The Sweeter Side

Cocoa and other retrievers as they arrive at Dane County Humane Society
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A group of dedicated DCHS volunteers picked up 
11 nervous dogs, all in desperate need of comfort 
and care. !ey were covered in "lth and many were 
malnourished. Once at DCHS, they were immediately 
examined by DCHS’s expert Animal Medical Services 
team. !ey discovered each of the 11 dogs was 
su#ering from severe dental issues and some of the 
dogs required additional medical attention.

Apart from their similar looks, it was easy to identify 
dogs from this group of 11 because of their sweet, 
gentle demeanors. You could feel them lean into 
every pet and they would fall asleep in your arms 
as you held them. Every one had the unbelievable 
capacity to love and forgive, even after everything 
they had been through.

Your support of DCHS’s general operating fund 
allows DCHS to respond at a moment’s notice to 
situations like this one. You help provide comfort 
and medical care, behavioral assessments and an 
experienced team of Adoption Counselors to help 
"nd pets like these loving homes. 

In the case of Cocoa and the other retrievers, they 
needed help "nding families that had the patience 
and understanding to help them blossom from timid 
dogs into happy, carefree pups.

!is was exactly the sort of patience and tenacity Cate 
showed when she traveled to DCHS "ve days in a row, 
attempting to meet Cocoa. Cate was waiting to see if 
an adoption hold on Cocoa would take. Finally, she 
was able to meet this sweet girl and take her home.

“Cocoa is like a $ower bud ready to bloom. She has so 
much joy and energy that wants to come out, she just 

needs a little reassurance to let her know it’s okay.”
-Cate, Cocoa’s new mom

Cate’s caring patience is now helping Cocoa to feel 
safe and happy in her new home. Cate never hurries 
Cocoa along in this process. Cocoa, who is sometimes 
nervous with doorways, will have Cate and a handful 
of treats waiting for her on the other side, even if it 
takes her 10 minutes to build up the courage to walk 
through. Cocoa and Cate’s next challenge is building 
up Cocoa’s courage while in the car so she can travel 
to work with Cate and be by her side all day.

Your generous support of DCHS helps dogs like 
Cocoa every day along their journey from su#ering to 
happiness. Please consider continuing your support 
with a donation that helps make their stories the 
norm, rather than the exception, at Dane County 
Humane Society. 

>>Written by Marissa DeGroot, Public Relations Coordinator

Cate’s grandsons take turns reading to an initially shy Cocoa to 
help her come out of her shell

Cocoa snuggles with her favorite toys in her new home
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!ank you for your 
generosity and support!

Memorial Gifts  10/1/2016 - 3/31/2017

Only gifts of $100 or more are listed in Family Tails

If you have any questions or concerns regarding listed 
contributions, please contact Doug Brown, Assistant 

Executive Director, at (608) 838-0413 ext. 101 
or dbrown@giveshelter.org
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