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Dane County Humane Society to assist in 500 Beagle Rescue

MADISON, WI — Dane County Humane Society (DCHS), in partnership with Beagle Freedom
Project, the Wisconsin Puppy Mill Project, and Wisconsin Federated Humane Societies, will
assist in the care and placement of dogs being released from Ridglan Farms, a breeding facility
in Blue Mounds.

Earlier this week, Ridglan Farms agreed to transfer ownership of 1,500 dogs to the Center for a
Humane Economy and Big Dog Ranch Rescue.

DCHS and its partners will work together to place 500 of these dogs. The exact number of dogs
coming to DCHS is still being determined.

In the coming weeks, a coordinated team of trained staff and volunteers will transport these
500 dogs from Ridglan Farms to DCHS’s care to conduct veterinary exams, provide immediate
medical care and vaccinations, and facilitate transfer to partner shelters and rescues. Veterinary
oversight is being led by board-certified shelter medicine specialists, ensuring the highest
standards of care during this process.

DCHS is not receiving funding for the ongoing care of these animals and will rely on the
community’s generosity to fund the costs of getting them ready for adoption.

“We’re incredibly grateful to see this moment finally come together,” said Amy Good, DCHS's
Director of Development and Marketing. “Individuals and organizations across Wisconsin and
beyond have stepped up to make sure these dogs get the chance they deserve, and now our
community has the opportunity to carry that forward. As these beagles begin their next chapter,
we’ll need continued support to help them adjust, heal, and thrive.”
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Adopting animals currently in DCHS'’s shelter is critical to freeing up staff and volunteer capacity
for this large undertaking, while still allowing the organization to serve local animals in need.
Shelters and rescues throughout the nation are already struggling with high dog populations,
and DCHS is honoring its commitments to partner organizations by continuing with three
planned transfers this week—including nearly 25 dogs that arrived on Wednesday—while also
preparing to assist with the beagles.

At this time, the Ridglan Farms beagles are not available for public viewing. DCHS has created an
interest form for potential adopters and fosters, but this is not a waitlist and DCHS is not
maintaining one. Updates on availability and the adoption process will be shared through the
organization’s website and social media channels.

Everything about a home setting will be new to these dogs. Adopters should be prepared for a
gradual transition that may include behavioral and medical needs, but with patience and

compassion, these dogs will thrive.

Community members can support these efforts by donating, adopting, or following updates at
giveshelter.org/ridglanbeagles

How to help:

Donate online: Go to https://donor.giveshelter.org/page/Beagles

Donate by mail or drop off: Dane County Humane Society’s main shelter (5132 Voges Road,
Madison, WI 53718) with checks made payable to DCHS with “Beagles” in the subject line.

Adopt: View animals currently available for adoption: www.giveshelter.org/adopt

Stay up-to-date on the situation: www.giveshelter.org/ridglanbeagles
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About Dane County Humane Society

Dane County Humane Society (DCHS) is a private, donor-supported nonprofit and one of the
nation’s leading animal welfare organizations. Based in Madison, Wisconsin, DCHS is an open-
admission shelter that provides care to thousands of companion, barnyard, and wild animals
each year. With decades of experience in large-scale animal response and relocation efforts,
DCHS partners with organizations throughout the nation to provide lifesaving support in times
of crisis. DCHS maintains an adoption guarantee, ensuring that every healthy or treatable
animal remains in its care until a suitable home is found.
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