
March 2025 

 

 

Foster Parent Volunteer 
 

 
This posi�on assists with the care of companion animals that need �me in a home se�ng before being made available 
for adop�on.   

 

Du�es and Responsibili�es 
• Provide care for foster animal(s) in your home (NOTE: you may select the type/age of animals to foster, which can 

be pregnant or nursing moms with litters, litters that are very young and need time to grow, animals needing 
socialization, and/or animals recovering from illness or injury) 

• Furnish necessary supplies for foster animals (e.g., food, litter, bedding, toys) 
• Administer DCHS prescribed medications as needed 
• Bring animals to DCHS for vaccinations and vet care/checks as needed 
• Communicate with foster department regarding spay/neuter scheduling and return of foster animal 

Benefits of Volunteering 

• Experiencing the love and companionship of animals in need 
• Personal fulfillment from providing animals with the care they need to grow and thrive 
• Volunteers who foster animals in their home allow for valuable space and resources to be provided to other 

animals at the shelter 
• Help families in need achieve safety from domestic violence by fostering SAAV (Sheltering Animals of Abuse 

Victims) animals  

Requirements 
• Minimum age of 18 years old 
• Ability to read, write, and communicate effec�vely in English 
• Ability to understand, remember, and follow instruc�ons/protocols/safety procedures, as well as to ask ques�ons 

when appropriate 
• Friendly and posi�ve a�tude; ability to communicate professionally with staff, fellow volunteers, and members of 

the public; as well as be recep�ve to receiving construc�ve feedback 
• All pets living in household must be up-to-date on vaccina�ons and vet care 
• Landlord approval if ren�ng 
• Time and space to foster animal(s) 
• Ability to isolate foster animal(s) from personal pet(s) highly preferred 

Commitment / Training 
Commitment:  

• Depending on the season, fostering might last a few weeks or a few months (NOTE: availability of animals 
varies with �me of year, fewer are available over the winter months) 

• Foster volunteers choose the type of animals they foster and determine their availability for a foster   
• Foster volunteers are never expected to foster animals that are not a good fit for their homes/families 
• There are procedures in place if you need �me off from fostering due to illness, vaca�on, work or other 

causes 
Training: 

• Online training, and con�nuing educa�on as required of this posi�on 
Addi�onal Details 

Loca�on:  Main Shelter (5132 Voges Rd. Madison) Reports to: Foster Coordinator 
 


