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 Tethering as Primary Means of Confinement  
 
 

Dane County Humane Society (DCHS) opposes tethering (chaining or tie-out) as the primary 
means of confinement for dogs because of the adverse physical and behavioral effects on the 
dogs and potential danger towards people and other animals. 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has stated that tethering dogs is 
inhumane and ruled in 1997 that people and organizations regulated by the USDA cannot keep 
dogs continuously chained (tethered). (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, 1997) 

 
Due to the negative stresses related to confinement, tethered dogs are vulnerable and hence 
more at risk for: 

 
• Strangulation and entanglement 
• Deprivation of healthy interactions with people and other animals 
• Inadequate veterinary care 
• Injuries to neck, bones and joints due to the jarring impacts from hitting the end of 

their tether line hard 
• Dehydration from overturned water bowls 
• Exposure to extreme weather and temperature changes 
• Harassment and injury by people and other animals 
• Development of defensive, neurotic and aggressive tendencies (JAVMA, 2003) 
• Biting in response to stress, fear and/or frustration (Gershman, 1994) 

 
Tethering does not include: walking a dog on a leash, tying out dog while working in the yard, 
or letting dog out to go to eliminate on a lead or tie-out. 

 
DCHS supports legislation that prohibits tethering. 
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