Dane County Humane Society
Helping People Help Animals

Working Cat Care & Relocation Guide

Thank you for opening your property to working cats! While these independent cats may not seek out
human companionship, they can thrive in the right environment. A thoughtful transition and consistent
care will help your cats feel safe, stay close to home, and succeed in their new role.

About Working Cats:

Working cats aren’t suited for life as traditional house pets, but they do incredibly well in environments
like barns, stables, sheds, warehouses, workshops, and other outbuildings. In these settings, they can
patrol, explore, and live fulfilling lives with a caregiver who provides for their basic needs.

Most working cats are independent and prefer limited interaction with people. That said, every cat is
unique. Some may build trust with their caregiver over time, especially through consistent, positive
experiences. Many will also form strong bonds with fellow animals, which can reduce roaming and help
them feel secure, which is why we recommend adopting working cats in pairs whenever possible.

Before Bringing Your Cats Home:
Set up a safe, enclosed acclimation space:

e Asecure, escape-proof area (small room, stall, or large crate)

e A quiet location away from other animals and high activity

e Include a hiding spot (carrier, box, or covered crate)

e Food and water dishes (heated bowls recommended in winter)
o Alitter box and scoop

Plan for daily care:

e Provide fresh food and water every day
e Scoop litter regularly during confinement
e Approach care with patience and consistency

Shelter & Environment:

Working cats need protection from the elements and a place to feel secure. Ideal placements include
barns, sheds, garages, warehouses, or other enclosed structures away from heavy traffic.

If a permanent structure is not available, you’ll need to provide a weatherproof shelter. Straw is the best
bedding choice for insulation. Avoid hay or blankets, which retain moisture.



Feeding & Routine:
Even if your cats hunt, they depend on you for consistent nutrition.

e Feed daily at the same time and location

e Wet food can help build trust during the acclimation period

e Morning feeding is recommended to reduce attracting wildlife

e |n winter, increase food portions and consider dry food to prevent freezing

Consistency is key! Cats learn to associate you and your property with a reliable food source.

The Acclimation Period (4-6 Weeks Minimum):

Keeping cats confined initially helps them recognize your property as home, which greatly reduces the
risk of them leaving.

During this time:

e Visit daily, but avoid handling

e Sit quietly nearby and speak in a calm voice

e Offer food while you’re present to build positive associations
e Use a consistent call (like “kitty, kitty”) at feeding time

Signs of progress may be subtle. Watch for relaxed behavior, eating in your presence, or curiosity toward
you. These are great signs that your new cat is becoming acclimated to you and your space.

Release & Long-Term Success:

After a minimum of 4-6 weeks, when cats begin to show signs of comfort and recognition, you can allow
them to leave their enclosure on their own terms.

Choose the right moment:

e A calm, quiet day with minimal activity
e Daylight hours (helps cats orient themselves)
e Dry weather

After release:

Even after your cats have begun to move about on their own, it’s important to continue care. Routine
and reliability will encourage your cats to stay close and consider your property home.

e Continue feeding on a consistent schedule
e Maintain shelter and fresh water
e Use your established call to bring them back



Protecting Native Wildlife:

DCHS is committed to supporting both animal welfare and local ecosystems. While working cats provide
valuable rodent control, adopters can take steps to reduce impacts on birds and other wildlife:

e Place feeding stations close to buildings and away from bird habitats

e Avoid placing cats near sensitive areas like wetlands or nesting sites

e Feed consistently to reduce hunting motivation

e Use deterrents (fencing, reflective materials, motion lights) near bird feeders or nesting
areas

e Keep shelters and activity centered around human structures to limit roaming

e Adopt in pairs to reduce wide-ranging behavior

These strategies help create a balanced environment for both your cats and local wildlife.

We’re Here to Help!

Our team is available to support you throughout the process—from preparation to long-term care. By
welcoming working cats to your property, you're giving them a safe, purposeful home while supporting
humane, community-based animal care.

Questions or ready to get started?

Contact us at office@giveshelter.org or complete a Working Cat Interest Form at
giveshelter.org/workingcats. Thank you!



