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Statement of Intent-Policy Interests & Priorities
 

I am an attorney in private practice in Milwaukee and have been associated with Dane County Humane Society (“DCHS”) since June 2006. That summer, DCHS retained me to represent the shelter in a then-pending Chapter 173 seizure litigation involving Bob Lowery and his 52 pit bulls.  At the time of that retention, I was practicing law in Madison.  In February 2007, I moved to Milwaukee to take a new position in private practice and later that year I joined the board of directors; I am about to complete my fifth term on the board of directors.  While I am presently the President of the board of directors, I have advised the board of my decision to step down from the board of directors as of December 31, 2022. My sense is that “it’s time.” The goal over the next 6 months will be to train President-Elect Laura Murray so that when she ascends to the position, she will be ready to lead from Day One. Throughout my time on the board, I have continued to serve DCHS as its outside counsel in various legal matters in which it has been involved. In these various roles, I have obtained keen insight into the workings of the shelter, its internal and external challenges, the various constituencies that interplay with it, and the shelter’s role in Dane County as an advocate for homeless animals. I intend to continue in that role once I leave the board at the end of the  year.
If re-elected to the board for this abbreviated stint, I will continue to strive to add value to the organization. I look at my role in the next six months to ensure a meaningful transition to ensure the board can continue its vibrant leadership of the shelter. In addition to assisting the board in relation to periodic legal matters brought to the board’s attention, I have been integrally involved in a number of substantive shelter initiatives in my fifth term and would expect to continue to do in my final six months. I have been engaged in assisting the board on marketing and development initiatives, strategic planning, board operations, and board member recruitment and continuity.  In addition to my law degree, I hold a master’s degree in Public Administration from the Maxwell School of Citizenship & Public Affairs at Syracuse University, the training from which I believe has proved (and will continue to prove) useful to the board in helping foster the public-private relationship the shelter maintains with county residents and public officials.  I also intend to continue my pursuit of assisting the board in providing sound fiscal management so it can maintain core functions with a balanced budget and plan for the future through long-term financial development.  If re-elected, I intend in my sixth term to be more involved in growing the shelter’s development operations and to help guide the creation and implementation of a long-term development plan to sustain shelter operations over time.
As I have gained experience in animal welfare matters, I have also dedicated a portion of my professional career to teaching and training on animal welfare matters.  For the last twelve years, I have been asked by the State of Wisconsin to teach certain segments of its Humane Officer Certification Course.  In addition, I have written on animal welfare issues for state and national publications, engaged in pro bono work for certain clients with animal-related issues, and have taught classes to various groups on animal welfare laws in Wisconsin and shelter management. These experiences have proven both personally and professionally enriching.

 

Dane County Humane Society Background & Experience
 

I have served as outside counsel for DCHS since June 2006. I have served on the board of directors since June 2007. I have one cat adopted from DCHS (Audrey) and am a frequent contributor of funds.  In the Summer of 2014, we adopted our beloved boxer mix Greta from DCHS. Along with my wife Dina, I am a member of DCHS.  I have regularly attended the "Bark & Wine" and Toto’s Gala; I have also attended other shelter-sponsored events in the past. 
Professional Background & Education/Training
 

Education
 
· B.A., History, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1989
· M.P.A., cum laude, Maxwell School of Citizenship & Public Affairs (Syracuse University), 1994
· J.D., cum laude, Syracuse University College of Law, 1994

 

Professional Background
 

· Client Services Manager, Chris Lytle & Associates, Madison, WI: May 1989 to August 1991

 

· Associate, Kravit, Gass, Hovel & Leitner S.C., Milwaukee, WI: June 1994 to June 2000

 

· Shareholder, Kravit, Gass, Hovel & Leitner S.C., Milwaukee, WI: June 2000 to March 2003

 

· Associate, Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., Madison, WI: March 2003 to July 2005

 

· Shareholder, Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., Madison, WI: July 2005 to February 2007

 

· Shareholder, Kravit, Hovel & Krawczyk S.C., Milwaukee, WI: February 2007 to August 2013
· Managing Partner, Pia Anderson Dorius Reynard & Moss, Milwaukee, WI: August 2013 to July 2016
· Managing Partner, Laffey, Leitner & Goode LLC, Milwaukee, WI: August 2016 to present

 

Memberships & Affiliations
 

State Bar of Wisconsin

American Bar Association

Milwaukee Bar Association

United States District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin

United States District Court for the District of Colorado

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan

United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois

United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit

United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

ASPCA

Humane Society of the United States

Animal Defense League

Milwaukee Rotary Club
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